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Service asserted that the reclamation 
was required to obtain a special use 
permit to operate, maintain, and repair 
the water project. 

While the SRP project was able to 
overcome the issues with the Forest 
Service to complete repairs, it was 
with the Bureau of Reclamation’s ap-
proval and occasionally over Forest 
Service objections. Concurrently, the 
added permit requirement delayed 
much needed repairs, wasting precious 
Arizona water resources, increased re-
pair costs, and placed the economic de-
velopment of the town of Payson at 
risk. 

Looking forward, this is a long-lived 
asset that will be relied upon to pro-
vide reliable municipal water supply to 
Gila County and the valley. Just a few 
weeks ago, a $34 million, 15-mile pipe-
line expansion project, which will dou-
ble Payson’s long-term, sustainable 
water supply, was finally approved by 
the Forest Service after a year-long 
delay. If Congress allows the jurisdic-
tional dispute to continue, future oper-
ations and maintenance activities re-
lated to the C.C. Cragin project could 
face costly delays and could possibly 
interrupt water delivery to these Ari-
zona communities. 

This simply is not a tenable situa-
tion. I am pleased the House is taking 
up legislation that will permanently 
resolve this ridiculous jurisdictional 
battle. 

My legislation reflects a compromise 
reached by the relevant parties. It 
grants the Department of the Interior 
exclusive jurisdiction to manage the 
C.C. Cragin project and grants the De-
partment of Agriculture administra-
tive jurisdiction over land manage-
ment activities that do not conflict or 
adversely affect the operation, mainte-
nance, replacement, or repair of the 
project. 

It is important to note that H.R. 489 
will still require compliance with all 
requirements under Federal law, in-
cluding the National Environmental 
Policy Act, or NEPA. In addition, the 
implementation of this legislation has 
no cost to the taxpayer. 

Having a single agency overseeing 
the project remains important—if not 
more important now that the project is 
operational. The United States Bureau 
of Reclamation has the expertise to 
conduct oversight on water supply 
projects and does so on many of the 
projects that are within national for-
ests. This commonsense legislation 
meets the needs of SRP and Reclama-
tion to ensure the infrastructure can 
be maintained while accommodating 
the Forest Service, ensuring they con-
tinue to manage the lands underlying 
the utility corridor with respect to 
recreation, wildfire, law enforcement, 
and other activities consistent with its 
authorities, responsibilities, and exper-
tise. 

It is important to note that when the 
House Natural Resources Sub-
committee on Water and Power held a 
hearing on my bill on May 12, all par-

ties—including the Bureau of Reclama-
tion and the Forest Service—agreed 
that H.R. 489 is vital to the long-term 
management of the C.C. Cragin dam 
and reservoir project and would bring 
about necessary economic certainty for 
the town of Payson and other impacted 
communities. 

It is not often that Congress gets the 
opportunity to take up noncontrover-
sial legislation like H.R. 489. I encour-
age my colleagues to vote in favor of 
this legislation. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 489. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HELP TO ACCESS LAND FOR THE 
EDUCATION OF SCOUTS 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 473) to provide for the con-
veyance of approximately 140 acres of 
land in the Ouachita National Forest 
in Oklahoma to the Indian Nations 
Council, Inc., of the Boy Scouts of 
America, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 473 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Help to Access 
Land for the Education of Scouts’’ or ‘‘HALE 
Scouts Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LAND CONVEYANCE, OUACHITA NATIONAL 

FOREST, OKLAHOMA. 
(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that it is in the 

public interest to provide for the sale of certain 
federally owned land in the Ouachita National 
Forest in Oklahoma to the Indian Nations 
Council, Inc., of the Boy Scouts of America, for 
market value consideration. 

(b) CONVEYANCE REQUIRED.—Subject to valid 
existing rights, the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall convey, by quitclaim deed, to the Indian 
Nations Council, Inc., of the Boy Scouts of 
America (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Council’’) all right, title, and interest of the 
United States in and to certain National Forest 
System land in the Ouachita National Forest in 
the State of Oklahoma consisting of approxi-
mately 140 acres, depending on the final meas-
urement of the road set back and the actual size 
of the affected sections, as more fully described 
in subsection (c). The conveyance may not in-
clude any land located within the Indian Na-
tions National Scenic and Wildlife Area des-
ignated by section 10 of the Winding Stair 
Mountain National Recreation and Wilderness 
Area Act (16 U.S.C. 460vv–8). 

(c) COVERED LANDS.—The National Forest 
System land to be conveyed under subsection (b) 
is depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Boy Scout 
Land Request—Ouachita NF’’. The map shall be 

on file and available for public inspection in the 
Forest Service Regional Office in Atlanta, Geor-
gia. 

(d) CONSIDERATION.—As consideration for the 
land conveyed under subsection (b), the Council 
shall pay to the Secretary an amount equal to 
the fair market value of the land, as determined 
by an appraisal approved by the Secretary and 
done in conformity with the Uniform Appraisal 
Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions and 
section 206 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1716). 

(e) SURVEY AND ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The 
exact acreage and legal description of the land 
to be conveyed under subsection (b) shall be de-
termined by a survey satisfactory to the Sec-
retary. The Council shall pay the reasonable 
costs of survey, appraisal, and any administra-
tive analyses required by law. 

(f) ACCESS.—Access to the land conveyed 
under subsection (b) shall be from the adjacent 
land of the Council or its successor. Notwith-
standing section 1323(a) of the Alaska National 
Interest Lands Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 
3210(a)), the Secretary shall not be required to 
provide additional access to the conveyed land. 

(g) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The 
Secretary may prescribe such terms and condi-
tions on the conveyance under subsection (b) as 
the Secretary considers in the public interest, 
including the reservation of access rights to the 
conveyed land for administrative purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentleman 
from the Northern Mariana Islands 
(Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
If I spend less time speaking about 

this particular bill, it’s not my com-
mitment to this particular bill, only 
the gentleman from Oklahoma seems 
to be here already. 

H.R. 473 was introduced by the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. BOREN). It 
would authorize the Forest Service to 
sell 143 acres of the Ouachita National 
Forest to the Camp Hale Boy Scout 
camp, which is just under 500 acres ad-
jacent to those Federal lands. The ad-
ditional acreage will allow the Boy 
Scouts to accommodate more campers 
and allow for a larger array of activi-
ties at the camp. The legislation stipu-
lates that the acres will be appraised 
and sold at market value. The Boy 
Scouts will pay for the appraisal as 
well as the survey and the administra-
tive costs. 

This legislation is a commonsense so-
lution to allow for an expansion of the 
camp and better accommodations for 
the Boy Scouts of America. 

I urge adoption of this brilliant piece 
of legislation, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 
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Mr. SABLAN. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given 

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, this leg-
islation will allow the Indian Nation’s 
Council of the Boy Scouts to expand a 
very popular adventure camp in Okla-
homa. The Scouts would pay fair mar-
ket value for an additional 140 acres of 
Forest Service land to be added to the 
existing camp. 

Mr. Speaker, the Boy Scouts are a 
beloved organization dedicated to edu-
cation and public service. The sale of 
this parcel to the Scouts is a good use 
of public lands, and we support the leg-
islation. 

I would also like to acknowledge that 
my good friend, Mr. BOREN, has been a 
tireless champion for this bill and for 
the Boy Scouts and is to be commended 
for his work over several years on be-
half of this proposal. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
473. 

I yield the balance of my time to the 
good gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
BOREN). 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge passage of H.R. 473, the 
HALE Scouts Act. This bill grants the 
U.S. Forest Service the authority to 
sell roughly 140 acres of land to the In-
dian Nation’s Council of Boy Scouts. 
The land for conveyance is adjacent to 
the Scouts’ summer camp, Camp Tom 
Hale, located in Talihina, Oklahoma. 

The Indian Nation’s Council of Boy 
Scouts is a nonprofit organization, pro-
viding educational programs for boys 
and young adults to build character, to 
train in the responsibilities of citizen-
ship, and to develop personal fitness. 

Camp Tom Hale first opened in June 
1930 to serve Boy Scouts in McAlester, 
Oklahoma. It was originally located in 
what is now Robbers Cave State Park 
near Wilburton, Oklahoma. In 1963, the 
Boy Scout Council in McAlester 
worked with the State of Oklahoma 
and the U.S. Forest Service to ex-
change the camp at Robbers Cave for 
480 acres of wilderness area in the 
Ouachita National Forest. This ‘‘new’’ 
Camp Hale has continued as a summer 
adventure camp, serving thousands of 
Scouts during the intervening 41 years. 

In 1997, the council board developed a 
strategic plan for a $3.5 million expan-
sion and renovation of the camp. Since 
then, the council has spent in excess of 
$1 million continually updating and ex-
panding facilities to meet the needs of 
scouts. As a result, a renewed emphasis 
on wilderness and outdoors has flour-
ished, with over 6,000 scouts and lead-
ers from a five-State area attending 
weekly sessions offered in June and 
July and enjoying the beautiful 
Ouachita Forest. 

b 1630 

Attendance has now exceeded the 
maximum number of available camp-
sites and program areas, which is caus-
ing Camp Hale to begin turning away 

hundreds of scouts each summer. It is 
now critical for camp growth that the 
boundaries be extended to include more 
area for camping and additional pro-
gram and training services. 

Successful completion of this objec-
tive will allow the Boy Scouts to con-
tinue the expansion of outdoor and 
leadership training for thousands of 
youths living in the central Southwest 
and bring additional usage and enjoy-
ment of the Ouachita Forest for more 
families. 

I want to emphasize that the Boy 
Scouts will pay fair market value, as 
was mentioned before, for this land, so 
that this bill will actually bring money 
to the U.S. Government. 

It is for the benefit of these thou-
sands of young men across a five-State 
area that I proudly sponsored this 
measure. I greatly appreciate the 
House’s consideration of the bill and 
would like to urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, this legislation. I can 
think of no greater thing that we can 
do than to invest in our young people. 
And how can you be against the Boy 
Scouts? 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, to 
be honest, I had some doubts about this 
piece of legislation. But after the elo-
quence of the gentleman from Okla-
homa, he has removed any doubts as to 
the viability of this piece of legisla-
tion. It’s obviously a brilliant bill and 
will be a capstone to his career. 

I urge its adoption, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I asso-
ciate myself also with my good friend 
Mr. BISHOP. How can anyone be against 
the Boy Scouts? 

I ask my colleagues to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 473, ‘‘Help to 
Access Land for the Education of Scouts Act,’’ 
which requires the conveyance of specified 
National Forest System land in the Ouachita 
National Forest in Oklahoma to the Indian Na-
tions Council, Inc., of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. This legislation is appropriate and nec-
essary for the continuation of the very prin-
ciples that Boy Scouts of America stands for. 

Currently, the Indian Nations Council serves 
more than 28,000 youth and 5,500 adult vol-
unteers throughout 18 counties in eastern 
Oklahoma. Over the past century, the Council 
has positively impacted hundreds of thou-
sands of Scouts and their families. However, 
due to the increased growth of the scouting 
program in Eastern Oklahoma, attendance at 
Camp Tom Hale has surpassed the maximum 
number of available campsites and program 
capacity. In turn, the organization has been 
forced to turn away many scouts and their 
families. There is a critical need to serve more 
scouts. However, more land is needed to en-
sure the quality of camping and experience for 
the scouts. Boundaries need to be extended 
to help accommodate more scouts, and to 
maximize their camp experience. 

Boy Scouts of America is a prominent val-
ues-based organization that has helped to 

mold young boys into model citizens, while si-
multaneously building character and promoting 
physical fitness. I do not feel that anyone, or 
the lack of sufficient land should deprive more 
of our youth from taking full advantage of all 
of the possibilities that Boy Scouts of America, 
specifically, the Indian Nations Council pro-
vides. I believe it is the responsibility of my-
self, as well as my colleagues, to ensure that 
we do everything in our ability to ensure that 
we pass H.R. 473 so that we can aid our 
young men in their development. 

If passed, H.R. 473 will allow the Indian Na-
tions Council to purchase an additional 140 
acres of U.S. Forest Service land immediately 
adjacent to the existing Camp Tom Hale facil-
ity. To add to this, the Indian Nations Council 
can expect to have more scouts participate in 
their summer camps, without the burden of 
having to turn eager scouts away. 

H.R. 473 can benefit the overall well being 
of the public by providing the Indian Nations 
Council of Boy Scouts of America with the 
adequate and necessary space needed to ac-
commodate the growing number of scouts. It 
is essential that we pass H.R. 473 because 
organizations such as Boy Scouts of America 
are the driving force behind the leaders of to-
morrow. By providing these young men, as 
well as their adult leaders with the proper 
space they need, we will simultaneously pro-
vide our youth with a place where they can 
live up to the morals and standards of the or-
ganization’s mission. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 473, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages in writing from the Presi-

dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Williams, 
one of his secretaries. 

f 

HOOVER POWER ALLOCATION ACT 
OF 2011 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 470) to further allocate and 
expand the availability of hydro-
electric power generated at Hoover 
Dam, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 470 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hoover 
Power Allocation Act of 2011’’. 
SEC. 2. ALLOCATION OF CONTRACTS FOR POWER. 

(a) SCHEDULE A POWER.—Section 
105(a)(1)(A) of the Hoover Power Plant Act of 
1984 (43 U.S.C. 619a(a)(1)(A)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘renewal’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘June 1, 1987’’ and inserting 

‘‘October 1, 2017’’; and 
(3) by striking Schedule A and inserting 

the following: 
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